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Welcome 
This topic of this month’s newsletter is 
“Cat’s: why do vets not see them quite as 
often as dogs”. If you have any questions 
or have a topic you would like to hear 
about please contact our staff at 630-365-
9599 or you can contact us via email at 
3lburn@sbcglobal.net 
 

Statistics show that dog owners take 
their pets to the vet more than twice as 
often as cat owners. Studies also show 
that fewer than half of all cat owners 
have taken their cat to the vet in the 
past year.   
Cat owners love their pets just as much 
as dog owners, so why wouldn’t they 
be much better about taking their cat 
to the vet? 
 
 

 
 
 

 

The “My cat’s fine!” myth 
My cat isn’t sick or injured, why should I 
see the vet? 
We know that cats mask physical pain.  
They hide it so well unless they are really, 
really painful.  So good that there is a 
good chance you would never know that 
something is wrong.  Why do cats do this?  
It all points to evolution: cats don’t show 
weakness if they can help it because in the 
wild it can make them vulnerable. 
This is why wellness care is so important.  
A variety of common feline illnesses can 
be stopped and sometimes even reversed 
when caught sooner rather than later.  
Early detection of things like gingivitis 
and hyperhyroidism can save their life. 
Some people believe cats are remarkably 
self-reliant, and they can be!  Stray cats 
excel at being self-reliant, but they can also 
succumb to preventable illnesses, trauma 
or lack of food.  Domestic cats are not built  
for self-reliance the way some people 
assume they are. 
Stray cats seek out people for a reason.  In 
the same way they look to us for food and 
shelter, they also rely on us to take care of 
all aspects of their physical and emotional 
health.   
 

The hassle of taking a cat to the 
vet 
The most understandable reason for 
skipping the vet is that cats really hate 
going.  The vet experience is hard on a 
majority of cat owners; cats that hide, bite 
or otherwise freak out when it’s time to 
get in the carrier and then the car are 
difficult to deal with.  
An anxious cat doesn’t have to keep you 
from providing proper medical care for 
your pet.  Many vets make house call (Dr. 
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Cechner does).  You can also try 
pheromone therapy, desensitization 
techniques or even a mild sedative for 
examination days.   
Cats are no more or no less than healthy 
than does, they both require annual 
wellness exams, (semiannual if seniors). 
To make your cat less fearful of the carrier 
try keeping it open at home with her 
favorite blanket, toy or treat in it. Also, 
you can feed your cat in the carrier to get 
them more comfortable being in it.   This 
will allow your cat to become more 
accustomed to the carrier and see it as a 
comfortable place to sleep or hang out.  
After a few weeks, try taking her for a 
short car ride, in the carrier of course, and 
do this several more times to get your cat 
used to it.  Following is a link to a you 
tube video that discusses this topic: 

https://images.app.goo.gl/mRyFjq4xCF
J1Ft3i6 
 
We also have a link on our web page (it 
will be listed under links) about taking 
your cat to the vet. 
www.elburnanimalhospital.net 
 

 
 
 

Cats are living longer now 
Especially indoor cats.  Senior and 
geriatric cats require two wellness exams 
per year to ensure continued health and a 
high quality of life.  Some tips for senior 

cats: 

 Easy access to litter boxes 

 Softer beds 

 Steps up to your bed if she sleeps 
with you 

If you haven’t taken your cat to the vet in 
a while, don’t beat yourself up, it happens!  
Just make an appointment and stick to it 
no matter how busy life is or how grumpy 
your cat becomes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://images.app.goo.gl/mRyFjq4xCFJ1Ft3i6
https://images.app.goo.gl/mRyFjq4xCFJ1Ft3i6
http://www.elburnanimalhospital.net/
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 If you have any questions or 
comments, please email us at 
3lburn@sbcglobal.net or call 630-365-
9599!   If you have a subject you 
would like covered in our newsletter         
please let us know!                 

                       

                                                                 

 

          

 

We will be closed on Monday, Sept. 
2nd in observance of Labor Day.  We 
will reopen on Tuesday Sept. 3rd, at 8 
a.m. 
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