Elburn Animal Hospital Newsletter

                                                                Feb.2021

Welcome
February is “Pet Dental Health Month”, so in this newsletter we will be giving some tips on keeping your pet’s teeth and gums healthy and why this is important to your pet’s overall health.  If you have any questions or have a topic you would like to hear about please contact our staff at 630-365-9599 or you can contact us via email at 3lburn@sbcglobal.net
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What is veterinary dentistry, and who should perform it?
Veterinary dentistry includes, cleaning, adjustment, filling, extraction, or repair of your pets’ teeth and all other aspects of oral health care.  These procedures should be performed by a veterinarian or a board certified veterinary dentist. We at Elburn Animal Hospital do cleanings and extractions.  All other procedures we refer to a veterinary dental specialist. 

You should have your pets’ teeth examined at least once a year by your veterinarian.  Have your pets teeth checked sooner if you observe any of the following:

· Bad breath

· Broken or loose teeth

· Extra teeth or retained baby teeth

· Teeth that are discolored or covered by tartar.  

· Abnormal chewing, drooling, or dropping food from mouth

· Reduced appetite or refusal to eat

· Pain in or around the mouth

· Bleeding from the mouth

· Swelling in areas surrounding the mouth

Always be careful when evaluating your pets mouth, a painful pet may bite.  

Dental cleaning includes scaling and polishing and is performed under anesthesia.  
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Causes of pet dental problems
*Broken teeth and roots

*Periodontal disease

*Abscess or infected teeth

*Cysts or tumors in mouth

*Misalignment of teeth

*Fractured jaw

Periodontal disease is the most common dental condition in dogs and cats.  By the time your pet is 3 years old, he or she will probably have some early evidence of periodontal disease, which will worsen if preventative measures are not taken.

Early detection and treatment are critical, advanced periodontal disease can cause severe problems and pain for your pet.  

Periodontal disease doesn’t just affect your pet’s mouth; it can cause other health problems such as kidney, liver, and heart disease.

The treatment of periodontal disease involves a thorough dental cleaning.  

Why does dentistry require anesthesia?

When we go to the dentist, we know what is being done is to help us keep our mouth healthy.  Your pet does not understand the benefit of dental procedures, and he or she reacts by moving, trying to get away or even biting.  

Our pets don’t rinse and spit on command!

Anesthesia makes it possible to perform a thorough cleaning with less stress and pain for your pet.  

Although anesthesia may always have risks, the benefits far outweigh the risks.  

Blood work is required a few days prior to your pet undergoing any procedure which requires anesthesia.  We want to make sure all internal organs are functioning properly so the Dr. will know if further precautions need to be taken for your pet to safely undergo anesthesia. 
What can I do to help keep my pet’s teeth and gums healthy?
Prevention of the most common oral disease consists of regular bushing.  The AVMA recommends daily brushing.  Make sure to use toothpaste specifically for cats and dogs, you cannot use human tooth paste.  

If your pet absolutely will not let you brush, there are some water additives or powders you can put in their food that will help to keep the tartar from forming so quickly.  But, all in all, brushing the teeth is your best way to help maintain a healthy mouth for your pet!  If you can’t do it daily, several times a week will help.
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If you have any questions or comments, please email us at 3lburn@sbcglobal.net or call 630-365-9599!   If you have a subject you would like covered in our newsletter         please let us know!       



