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Welcome 
The holiday season is upon us, and many 
pet parents plan to include their furry 
friends in the festivities.  This newsletter 
will focus on “Holiday Safety Tips”, and 
“Why You Shouldn’t Give Pets as 
Presents”. If you have any questions or 
have a topic you would like to hear about 
please contact our staff at 630-365-9599 or 
you can contact us via email at 
3lburn@sbcglobal.net 
 
 

 
As you get ready for the holidays, it is 
important to try to keep your pet’s 
eating and exercise habits as close to 
their normal routine as possible.  Also, 
please be sure to steep pets clear of the 
following unhealthy treats, toxic plants 
and dangerous decorations. 
*Christmas Tree: Securely anchor your 
Christmas tree so it doesn’t tip and fall, 
causing possible injury to your pet.  
This will also prevent the tree water, 
which can contain fertilizers that can 
cause upset stomach, from spilling.  
Stagnant tree water is a breeding 
ground for bacteria, and your pet 
could end up with nausea or diarrhea 
if he ingests it.   
*Avoid mistletoe and holly: Holly  

 
 
when ingested can cause pets to suffer 
nausea, vomiting and diarrhea.  
Mistletoe can cause gastrointestinal 
upset and cardiovascular problems.  
And many varieties of lilies can cause 
kidney failure in cats if ingested.   
Instead use artificial plants or choose 
and pet safe bouquet. 
*Tinsel: Kitties love this sparkly, light 
catching toy that’s easy to bat around 
and carry in their mouths.  But, this  
can lead to swallowing which can lead 
to an obstructed digestive track, severe 
vomiting, dehydration and possible 
surgery.  It’s best to brighten your tree 
with something other than tinsel.   
*Holiday Glow: Don’t leave lighted 
candles unattended.  Pets may burn 
themselves or cause a fire if they knock 
candles over. Be sure to use 
appropriate candle holders, placed on 
a stable surface.  If you leave the room, 
put the candle out! Or, a good 
alternative is battery operated candles! 
*Wired up: Keep wires, batteries and 
glass or plastic ornaments out of your 
pet’s reach.  A wire can deliver a 
potentially lethal electric shock and a 
punctured battery can cause burns to 
the mouth and the esophagus. 
 

Avoid Holiday Food Dangers 
*Skip the sweets: Do not feed your 
pet’s chocolate or anything sweetened 
with xylitol.  Make sure to keep your 
pets away from the table and 
unattended plates of food, and be sure 
to secure the lids on garbage cans.   
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*Leave the leftovers: Fatty and spicy 
foods and bones should not be fed to 
your pets.   
*Careful with cocktails: If your 
celebration will include adult 
beverages, be sure to place your 
unattended drinks where pets cannot 
reach them.  If ingested, your pet could 
become weak, ill and may even go into 
a coma, possibly resulting in death.   
*Selecting Special Treats:  Looking to 
stuff your pets stocking?  Stick with 
chew toys that are basically 
indestructible, Kongs that can be 
stuffed with healthy foods or chew 
treats that are designed to be safely 
digestible.  Long, stringy things are a 
felines dream, but the most risky toys 
for cats involve ribbon, yarn and loose 
little parts that can get stuck in the 
intestines, often necessitating surgery.  
Instead, get your kitty a ball that’s too 
big to swallow, a stuffed catnip toy or 
interactive cat dancer.  
 

 
 
 
Plan a Pet safe Holiday Gathering 
*House Rules: If your animal loving 
guests would like to give your pets a 
little extra attention and exercise while 
you’re busy tending to the party, ask 
them to feel free to start a nice play or 

petting session. 
*Put the Meds Away: make sure all of 
your medications are locked behind 
secure doors, and be sure to tell your 
guests to keep their meds zipped up 
and packed away too. 
*A Room of Their Own: Give your pet 
his own quiet space to retreat to, 
complete with fresh water and a place 
to snuggle.  Shy pups and cats might 
want to hide out under a piece of 
furniture, in the carrier or in a separate 
room away from the noise. 
*New  Year’s  Noise:                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
As you count down to the New year, 
please keep in mind that strings of 
thrown confetti can get lodged in a cats 
intestines if ingested and may 
necessitate surgery.  Noisy poppers 
can terrify pets and cause possible 
damage to sensitive ears.  And 
remember that many pets are also 
scared of fireworks, so be sure to 
secure them in a safe, escape proof 
area as midnight approaches.   
 

Giving Pets as Gifts is a Bad 
Idea! 
It may seem romantic and adorable, 
but unlike most gifts, live animals 
cannot be returned or exchanged if it’s 
not the right fit.  Giving a pet might 
seem like a good idea at the time, 
especially if you know the person 
really wants a pet.  Before you get a pet 
as a gift for a friend of family member, 
remember the holidays are a busy and 
hectic time; do you really want to 
make it more hectic with the addition 
of a new pet?  You also need to 
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consider the fact that this can be a 12 to 
15 year or more commitment.   
Many people view pets as a new toy or 
something to play with.  In reality, pets 
require a lot of your time and a great 
deal of care.  If you aren’t willing to 
take the time to properly train and care 
for your puppy, or if you can’t handle 
a new kitten sharpening its claws on 
your furniture, look for another gift.  
Improper care and training for pets 
can lead to behavioral problems, 
which, if not corrected, can lead to 
even bigger problems.  Countless 
numbers of pets are given up to 
shelters or taken in for euthanasia due 
to behavior problems that could have 
easily been prevented with proper 
training.     

 
 
 

Tips for Giving Pets as Gifts 
There are many occasions when giving 
a pet as a gift is a bad idea, but there 
are some situations where it may be 
the right idea.  If you are thinking 
about giving someone a pet as a gift, 
consider the following tips: 
*Always ask first!  Never give someone 
a pet as a surprise gift.  Even if you 

know that the person wants a pet, you 
need to be sure which kind of pet they 
want before you buy them one.   
*Give pets to immediate family only.  
Buying someone else’s child a puppy 
or giving your friend a new kitten is 
not a good idea, even if they want one.    
*Make sure they can care for the pet 
properly.  Before you buy anyone a 
pet, you need to make sure that the pet 
will be properly cared for.  If your 
elderly mother can’t physically keep 
up with a puppy or your wife doesn’t 
have the time to take care of a pet, do 
not give them as a gift!        
*Avoid impulse decisions.  Buying a 
pet is not a decision to be taken lightly 
and is not something you should do on 
a whim.  Deciding to purchase a pet is 
a decision the whole family needs to be 
in on.   
*Wait until the holidays are over.  
When things start to quiet down in 
January and February, have the whole 
family sit down and discuss 
everything involved with the new 
addition.  Then, do your homework; 
get all the supplies you need and head 
down to the local shelter to adopt a cat 
or a dog.                     
Before you buy that fluffy puppy in 
the window at the pet store as a 
Christmas gift for your child or loved 
one, think carefully about whether it is 
really the right choice.  Tragically, 
countless pets  given as holiday gifts 
end up in the shelter system and many 
of them never end up finding a home.   
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We wish you all a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New 
Year!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

              

 

 

          

 

 

 

                                                                 

 

We will be open on Christmas Eve from 9 
a.m. till 1 p.m. and closed Christmas day.  
We will reopen at our normal time on 
Thursday, Dec. 26th.  We will be open on 
New Year’s Eve from 9a.m. till noon 
however Dr. Cechner will not be in. We 
will be closed on New Year’s Day. We will 
reopen at 8 a.m. on Thursday Jan. 2nd.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  

 

 

 

 If you have any questions or 
comments, please email us at 
3lburn@sbcglobal.net or call 630-365-
9599!   If you have a subject you 
would like covered in our newsletter         
please let us know!        

mailto:3lburn@sbcglobal.net

